HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN ?
carried out and new forms of relationship between
the member countries created is proof that the British
Empire is a vital and vigorous association of peoples
and not an institution which is rapidly approaching
the end of its tether. Held together by common
racial and historical ties, by a common ethical attitude
to the world, and by the conviction of a joint world
mission, the Empire permits its members the greatest
possible degree of independence in normal and peaceful
times. In a time of crisis the Empire would no doubt
draw its parts more closely together to withstand the
shock. The fact that it possesses enormous economic
resources means in our age of great material expenditure
in war that the Empire represents a greater volume of
military strength than it did in the days when only
numbers counted.
The population problem is the most serious one for
the British Empire to-day. If historical development
were to proceed normally and without outside inter-
ruption the overseas Dominions would gradually
industrialize themselves and become individual great
powers, but between the present and that possible
future there is the obstacle represented by the popula-
tion problem. Such a development is possible only ii
the white populations of the overseas Dominions
increase their numbers very considerably either in-
dependently or by a steady influx of new immigrants
from a rapidly increasing population in Great Britain,
We therefore propose to deal with this population
problem in our next chapter.
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